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My Remembrance
of Teacher Chiang

As I remember it was in 1977
that 1 began studying with Teacher
Chiang, being introduced to his
classes by Mr.Lin Hsi-han. 1 was
. not sure what to expect, but my ex-

perience in the next three years of
study was unique.

One of the first things I re-
member about Teacher Chiang's classes was his love
of learning and love of teaching. It was this love
which perhaps was his greatest gift to his students
 This was not an official school, and the students
could not be given a diploma recognized by the govern-
ment, but we all were sincere in desire to learn,
even if we could not use this learning to get an
increase in salary! This reminded me of the tra-
dition of teachers like Confuclus and Socrates, who
taught because they only wished to guide their
students in an understanding of life. Using learn-
ing to obtain more money, or a higher position 1n
the government was far from their ideals. All of
us gathered to be taght by Teacher Chiang in order



to learn something about the right way to live. We
gathered to study the Chinese Classics in order to
obtain guidance for life.

[ remember that Teacher Chiang had a gift for
teaching. My first course of study was in the Tao
Te Ching. As a foreigner, I feared that both the
text and the content would be terribly difficult
to understand. [ was delighted to discover that
Teacher Chiang could take some of the most diffi-
.cult passages in the Tao Te Ching (and later in the
Yi Ching) and explain them so that even I could
easily understand. At times he could spend one hour
clarifying one sentence. Teacher Chiang guided us
in understanding the Tao Te Ching, but he did not
stop there. He would seek to help us apply that
teaching to the way we lived. As a Christian |
appreciated this because 1t helped me see in the
ancient Chinese Classics like the Tao Te Ching the
same themes which are present in the Bible. Themes
such as humility, forbearance, and forgiveness. We
lived in a different world than the one of Lao-tse
. Teacher helped us realize that still we all have
the same needs. Later in 1984, [ would use my
studies of the Tao Te Ching as a foundation for a
master s thesis in my studies at Luther Theological
Seminary.

In 1978 and 1979, 1 was pleased that Teacher
Chiang was willing to give a lecture to a group of

J\
¥
Lt



==

students from St. Olaf College in North field,
Minnesota. | know that his lecture was a memorable
part of their studies in Taiwan.

After serving as a missionary in Taiwan for 2
2 yeras, in 1990 I returned to the US. Presently I
am a pastor serving a congregation in Phillipsburg
, New Jersey. My wife, Susan is now teaching
Chinese in a private school-Blair Academy. Our
oldest son, Michael is working in Peking for the
British wire service Reuters. Our youngest son,
Christopher will be attending ninth grade at Blair
Aademy this fall.

I am pleased to have this opportunity to write
about my experience studying with Teacher Chiang.
I am impressed with the effort of his former
students to continue his teaching and work.I have
worked and lived in Chiayi for 13 years. It has a
very special place in my heart. The experience of
studying with Teacher Chiang has certainly been one
of the most memorable of my life there.
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